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Tom Blair
\Yantlering I: Actress Panr

Greer ("Knot's I-anding"), who
starred last fall in the Gaslamp
Quarter Theater's "Frankie &
Johriny," is back this weel<end to
aid the theater's Youth on Stage
program for homeless kicls.
Greer's teaching a workshop
today at St. Vincent de Paul Joan
Kroc Center

Thrrrrday, September 6, 1901

The Gaslamp Quarter Theatre
(GQT) is housing a weekend con-
servCtory in theiter for children
living in the St. Vincent de Paul,
Joan Kroc Center for the Homeless
downtown. At the end of six
months, the kids will present a
self-generated show at the GQT's
Hahn Cosmopolitan Theatre. The
prograrn, called 'lYO!" for "Youth
Onstage," is funded by Security
Pacific Bank, the Arco Foundaiion
and the city.

SAN DIEGO COUNTY,

IIor Angeleo Otrtrgi

Gaslamp OffersTheater

To BreakHomeless Cycle
1'he Garlamp Quarter

Thoatre Company is reaching
out io help its neighbors.

In cor{unction with the 8t. Vln-
cent de PauUJoan Kroc Center,
it has established an arLs outreach
prograrn for homelees and disad-
vantaged lrrner-city children.

IYO! (the hret exclamation point
really ia upeide down, mriking it
Spanieh) etande for Youth
Onatage and offers weekend
workehops in creative drama,
pial'writing, dance, music, com-
puter and visual arts. Its goal is to
"address breaking the ryc1e of
homeleeenegs through the foeter-
ing of self-esteem, communication
okills, creative expression and
discipline." The children will put
together performances from the
backstage forward.

Firet-year lYol participants are
ehi-ldren living at St. Vincent de
Paul and eome slidirrg-eca,le tuition
otudents from Southeast San
Diego. It ie hoped the program can
be expanded to include youth from
aeveral eocial service agencies in
the inner city.

Securlty Paclfle Bank has
provided leaderahip funding for
the firet year of the program, The
Arco Foundatlon and the city's
Commlsalorr for Arts and
Culture have provided more.

'TVe're counting on lYol to touch
the child'e innate creative spirit,
impress a sense ofself-eeteem and
release a passion for all that life
has to offer," said Tommy
Thompson, hrst.v.p. of Security
Pacihc. "That's our investment in
the future."

Merodythe Des'Winter ie the
program director. She received the
1991 Bob Marley Peace Award for
her work with the'homelebe and
inner+ity youth, having founded
in 1987 the Arte and Technologies
program, a multifisciplinary arts
program for disadvantaged kida.
She originated "The Reqrcle Kids,"
a ehow promoting recycling that
has toured to Earth Day Fairs and
played for the U.S. Corrference ol
Mayors at the convention center
here.

Bonnle Starr, head of
children's activitiee at St. Vincent
and an actreee with a hagter's in
children'g theater, will be drama

i epecialist,,r Ecott"Rubsam is
play'writin g sp&ialiat;' he'e rvorked

with Stephen Sondhuirn ir. ltu*i
York as weil as the California
Young Playwrights' Project in San
Diego. Betzl Roe, co-founder of 3's

Company and a teacher ol dance,
is dance specialist, joined by lVen'

ArtFacts
by Priscilla Lister

dy Ellon Cochran, also a dance
teacher in local schoole. Brendn
de Flandere ie vigual arts
specialist. Jull Veee, longtime
San Diegp Sockere star and a
painter himseif, wiil also teach
special workehops in visual arts.
Mlchoel E. Johnson is magic
specialist.

An impressive advisory board
has aleo been Satheted, including
Roosovolt Grler, Cleavon Llt'
tle, Mercsdes McCambrldfie'
Oz Seott, Marlon Roee, Charlle
Russell, Barbara Rush, Tommy
Thompron, Cathy L1'nch and
RonlTelmoese.

The'90g theme for bach perfor'
mance piece by lYOl: "2000
Bound," r . +
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STAGE /NANCY CHURNIN

San Diego Spotlight
' Thirty to 40 homeless ancl inner-city chikJren age 4 to 16 are
' being given a chance lo learn t.heatrical sliills in a new outreach

program begun in .lune by the Gaslamp Quarter'Ihealre
Cornpany.

Through the program, iYO! (Youth Onstage ), homeless childrerr
lrom the Joan Kroc/St. Vincent de Paul Ccnter and about half a

dozen from Southeast San Diego have been laking weekend
workshops in performance, playwrighting, clance, music, compuLer
design and the brrsiness end oI lheater.

," In essence, the Caslamp is hcing a good ncighbor. The center is
less l.han a mile from the thealer, arr<i the program ftrlfills the

i daslamp's desire to redefinc it.self as an irrner city company,
according to I{it Goldmarr, Gaslamp's producing director.

'I'he program's goal is to use t.heater to help break the pattern of
homelessttess by building confidence and competettce in a variety
o[ skills. Goldman said slre bases her belief in the program on the
way theater once served the same function for her.
,, l'Ilaving bcen a bit of a weirrl kid mysclf, I remember the kind of
fccling that theater 6Jave to rne of belonging artd focus and that I
was someone special. We thought about all lhe social skills you
learn doing theater*the eooperation, the lrust, the
communication, the discipline--all of those really valuable life
skills that are good for your self -esteem."

iYO! will rut'r in a six-morrth cvcle, culminating ilt December
wit.h two performances wrillen, performed and produced by lhe
children, dates to be antrottncerl.
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